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What have we been doing since we left 2014 behind? 
 

Holiday Home Tour - December 7, 2014 - Featuring 
six homes on three blocks of South Orleans, the net of this annual 
fundraiser goes toward projects in the neighborhood.  Homeown-
ers and over 50 neighbors participated in this annual event which 
drew visitors to view restored to refurbished homes of all sizes. 

And next yearôs home tour is already scheduled for December 6, 2015, featuring homes on 
South Boulevard.. 
 

Neighborhood Block Party - March 22 - Fun, food, family.  

HPPI New Board for 2015 -2016 - HPPIôs new board was announced at the Block 

Party as follows:  President:  Rudy  Fernandez; Past President, Carren Rieger-Friess; Presi-
dent-Elect, Kippy Nelson; Treasurer, Rolfe Thompson; Secretary, Leslie Stephens; Legal, Bob 
Eddy; Membership, Kelly Kozel; HELP, Rick & Flip Miller; Social Events, Terry Knight; Cultural 
& Beautification, Rosemary Watts; Neighborhood Projects, Cindy Ramm; Government Rela-
tions, Mimi Betts; Fundraising (home tour), Chandra Henthorne & Elizabeth Christenberry.  
Non-voting members of the board are: Webmaster, Michael Lynch; Communications & Gazette, 
Tish Thornberry; Historian, Mary Esther Parker; Fundraising (wreaths), Meg Fernandez; Street 
Captains, June Albert; New Neighbor Welcome, Dada Glaser.  The new board begins their 
work in September, 2015. 
 

Alley Cleanup and Clear -out Weekend - Commercial paper shredding Friday, 
Alley Cleanup on Saturday, April 25.  Over 50 neighbors, volunteers from Wilson Middle 
School, Scout Troop 22, and City Neighborhood Enhancement crew of seven with heavy equip-
ment and supplies, a total of 84 
workers cleared 3.5 tons of debris 
from 29 city blocks of paved al-
leys.  Wakeup coffee and delights 
from Dough, lots of pizza for eve-
ryone.  Tampa Police picked up 
meds for disposal.  Three car-
loads of electronics were taken to Quicksilver Recycling.  36 neighbors disposed of 645 gallons 
of paint taken to the Community Collection  Center in Seffner.  Project funded by HPPI.  More 
pictures in July Hyde Park Living Magazine.   
 

Swann Pond gets an official name - The name of the new and improved Swann 
Pond is...drum roll please...Swann Pond at Hyde Park Village.  There is much equity in that 
name and the name the community recognizes.  The Mayorôs office of Public Affairs is in the 
process of determining the date of the ribbon cutting, working around various stakeholdersô 
schedules. We will be advised as soon as a date has been determined and will then be advised 
by the Mayorôs office. 
 

òWax Houseó update - There are new owners of the house at 722 S. Fielding. Restora-
tion of the original home has been moving along with the building plan that was approved by 
the ARC in 2006. The auxiliary structure added by the Waxes was not salvageable and has 
been demolished. There have been some minor changes to the plan due to building code up-
dates, but these are  minor in the scope of the project.  ARC is monitoring the project closely 
and has not had any concerns so far.  
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Dear Friends and Neighbors,  
     So much has happened in our neighborhood this past year and I wanted to express my sincerest thanks to our Board 
members who have worked tirelessly to plan the Annual Home Tour, Alley Clean-Up, Patronôs Party, all of our parties and 
social activities as well as those who help with the on-going accounting, legal, communications, website, membership, 
HELP, new neighbor welcome, HELP, beautification and the list goes on.  
     It was wonderful seeing so many of our neighbors at the Spring Patrons Party. Pat Cimino co-chaired the event and we 
are so thankful for his time and dedication. The joint fundraising effort between our neighborhood and Historic Hyde Park 

Neighborhood Association netted more than $30k for beautification and improvements along the Swann Avenue gateways into Hyde Park. Over 
the past few months, representatives from both neighborhoods formed a sub-committee to identify key opportunities and determined priorities 
for this funding as 1) addition of way finding/historic signage along Swann Avenue, 2) safer pedestrian crossings along Swann and 3) structures 
at both neighborhood entrances  (near Swann underpass and Bayshore Blvd) marking arrival into the Hyde Park Historic District.  The commit-
tee is also working closely with City of Tampa representatives in addition to Hyde Park Village architects to coordinate design elements, timing, 
phasing and execution of these improvements.  
Weôll be sure to keep you posted with more information.  
       Towards the end of the summer, we will commence our 2015-2016 membership drive. Membership dues and proceeds allow us to fund 
special projects throughout the year, and commit resources to preserving the historic integrity of our neighborhood. This year, you will notice a 
number of changes, most notably we are consolidating HPPI and HELP programs into a single HPPI neighborhood membership. We feel that 
our entire community benefits from the added security of HELP officers patrolling our streets and that a single membership would serve the best 
interests of our residents.  Your active support and membership in our neighborhood association allows us to:  

¶ Provide HELP officer patrols nightly 

¶ Offer an expanded Alley Sweep, this year adding free paint pick-up and shredding services 

¶ Commit resources supporting local projects, planting and on-going maintenance of Kate Jackson Park urns, Morrison/Rome intersection 
bulb outs and underpass maintenance 

¶ Organize community events and work closely with the City of Tampa officials on logistics, security and communications for Halloween,  
        Gasparilla and other events 

¶ Fund beatification projects including planting of new trees, repair/replacement of historic signage and street lamps 

¶ Serve as a resource and support network to neighbors on a variety of issues, most often commercial development, zoning and code     
enforcement 

¶ Welcome and connect new neighbors 

¶ Plan and organize social events throughout the year. 
     I hope that you will continue to support our neighborhood organization by becoming a member and getting involved.  Thank you all for a  
wonderful year.  Have a safe and happy Summer.     Sincerely, Carren Rieger Friess, HPPI President 

Draining the Water on Edison Avenue                  by Cindy Ramm  

The Stormwater and Transportation departments met with residents on Edison Ave. to discuss proposed improvements intended to correct the 
current flooding in the area. While the source of the water remains in question, the solution does not.  This fall, Edison Ave. will undergo the in-
stallation of an underground drainage system.  
 
Edison Avenue itself is a bit atypical.  It is 4-5 inches of asphalt and 12-13 inches of a shell base.  Normal streets are 1-2 inches asphalt and  
8 inches base. Under the street one will find a 6 inch water main, an 8 inch reclaim water main, the street light wiring, Verizon Fios, a gas main  
and on the edge of the roads our brand new trees. Bottom line, there is a lot going on underneath and close to the road so this drainage system 
will be installed along the edge of the sidewalk on both sides of the street. These underdrains and associated clean outs will be installed every 
500 feet.  It will start at Bayshore and go 200 feet north of Inman. They will place these drains 90 feet up Morrison and 100 feet in both directions 
on Inman.  Borings will determine the size and depth of the pipes to be installed. The drains will direct the flow of water to Bayshore that will emp-
ty into the Bay. There will be a check valve to prevent any back flow of water from the Bay onto Edison during storms. 
 
Due to the historic nature of Hyde Park, the stormwater department is working closely with Ron Villa. All sidewalks will be removed on Edison. 
Cartouches (dates on the sidewalks) will be cut out to preserve prior to the removal of the sidewalks. Later they will be reinstalled when the  
sidewalks are replaced. The sidewalks will be historic in nature and scored.  Cracked driveway aprons will be replaced in the historic pattern and  
also scored.  All of Edison to 200 feet north of Inman and portions of Morrison and Inman will be repaved. 
 
What are the installation details and impact on our neighbors? The current standing water will first need to be removed.  This will involve pumps 
running 24 hours/ 7 days a week until the water is drained.  Attempts to suppress the noise during this period will be made. Once the area is dry, 
dirt will be hauled out in order to lay the drains and these trenches will later be filled with new dirt. Once the drains are installed, sidewalks will be 
built and poured and the road will then be repaved.  It is projected that this improvement will take approximately four months to complete.  There 
is no doubt that during this period there will be inconveniences to the entire neighborhood, but mainly residents on Edison Ave.  However, this  
will address a problem that has been escalating at an alarming rate. Currently the project is out to bid with the hope of starting late August to 
early September. 
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PERMITTED HYDE PARK USES  
 
Without question, parking within the Hyde Park neighborhood is problematic.  Between residential parking and that of various 
trades, negotiating the streets in Hyde Park is challenging. 
 
There has been a great deal of discussion as to the permitted uses within the neighborhood.  A recent meeting with the Planni ng 
and Development Department put to rest some of the misconceptions as to the permitted uses within Hyde Park.  Following is a 
summary. 
 
Although there are multiple zoning districts within the neighborhood, the primary zoning is R -60 (residential-class 60) with inter-
spersed PD (planned development).  According to the Planning and Development Department, R-60 permits the following:  
 
 Rental of Free Standing Units/Garage Apartments  
 
Generally speaking, only units/garage apartments established and approved during the period 1953-1955 are permitted.   
Additionally, the permission to use the unit as a ñrentalò must be on file with the Planning and Development Department. 
 
As long as a rental unit has been continuously and consecutively rented and occupied from 1955 to date, rental is permitted 
subject to the following conditions:  
 

1. There can only be one lease; 
2. There can only be one kitchen; 
3. There can be no more than 4 unrelated residents;  
4. There must be onsite parking for the residents.  

 
Both the primary residence and the garage apartment/free standing unit can be rented, but the same limitations above apply, t o 
wit: there can only be one kitchen.  E.g., the residents in the garage apartment would not have a kitchen and would need to u se 
the kitchen in the primary residence.  Additionally, there can only be one lease for the entire property (primary residence a nd 
free standing unit) and no more than 4 total occupants.  
 
Much has been assumed with respect to ñgrandfather provisionsò.  It should be noted that the grandfathered use of a garage 
apartment or free -standing unit is terminated if it is vacant or not rented for a period of 180 consecutive days.  Once the gran d-
father provision is terminated, it can never be reinstated . 
 

There are provisions for what the city refers to as a ñguest houseò or ñextended family unitò subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. There can be no more than two family member residents;  
2. Residents must be related and show proof of relationship to the city;  
3. The unit cannot exceed 600 square feet; 
4. The family members cannot be charged rent;  
5. There can only be one kitchen for the entire property (e.g. family members would need to use the kitchen in 

the primary residence. 
 
Generally speaking, variances are not granted for ñusesò but only as to the ñdevelopmentò of the property such as setbacks. 
 
Limited Business Use 
 
Dependent upon the specific zoning district, the operation of certain businesses are permitted in residences.  These businesses 
are generally service-related and subject to the following conditions:  
 

1. The office space or area utilized for the business cannot exceed 25% of the actual living (air conditioned) 
space; 

2. Clients/guests are only permitted to come to the property by appointment;  
3. There can be no more than two cars (client/customers) at one time;  
4. The business must be described as a ñhome occupationò as permitted by the Zoning District; 
5. Businesses are only allowed to place an advertising sign on the house itself.  The sign cannot exceed  
 2ò (height) x 12ò (width).  There can be no free-standing sign or signs located elsewhere on the property. 

 
We all should want to be good neighbors.  Special consideration needs to be made with respect to parking on our neighborhood 
streets.  While provision has been made for numerous permitted uses, we harm our ability to protect our RS -60 single residential 
status if we overlook blatant violations within our neighborhood.  
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  Welcome New Neighbors to Old Hyde Parké 
  

   Margie Wilson   825 S. Delaware 
   Kathy  Watson   717 S. Brevard 
   Alison & Spencer Jensen 718 S. Willow 
   Petra & Bryan Butler  718 S. Orleans 
   Tricia & Kevin Shuler  708 S. Edison 

       ²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ǘƻ IȅŘŜ tŀǊƪ ōȅ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ DƛƊ .ŀƎέ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ IttL 
ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜƳ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ƻũŜǊΦ ²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ƳŜƴπ
ǝƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DŀȊŜǧŜΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ YŜƭƭȅ YƻȊŜƭ ŀǘ ƪŜƭƪƻȊŜƭϪŀƻƭΦŎƻƳ ƻǊ ōȅ ǇƘƻƴŜ ŀǘ нрм-мтсо ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǿ 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΦ 

 YARDS  OF  THE  MONTH  

Hyde Park Preservation, Inc. recognizes neighbors for their efforts 
to set an example with the Yard of the Month sign in their yard.  
Small yards, large yards, lawn service or personally planted and 
attended yards are all considered equally based mainly on easy 
visual appeal to any and all passing by. To nominate a yard for 
consideration     contact Rosemary Watts at home at 259 -
1303 or put a note on the door at 817 S. Willow .  Please tell 
her the address of the yard nominated, the owners if you know 
them and why you felt the yard deserves recognition.  Neighbors 
appreciate notice of their efforts and the Yard Award Commit-

Top: December: John McTaggart,   
 1023 S. Dakota 
Center: January: Gene & Cindy Ramm, 
 901 S. Orleans 
Below: February:  Steve & Valynnda 
 Busbee, 824 S. Willow 

Above:  March:  Rodger & Joan King, 
 823 Bayshore Boulevard 
 planted window boxes both  
 levels are fitted with drip 
 watering system. 
 
Right:  May:  Ben & Henderson Lee,  
 845 S. Delaware 

Above right:   
April:  Frank Cooper,  
          840 S. Delaware 

mailto:knelson13@hotmail.com

